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Gobierno de Gibraltar: Ministerio de Igualdad, Empleo, Cultura y Turismo

El Gobernador y el Ministro Principal se retinen con el Papa Francisco y el
Secretario de Estado del Vaticano, Cardenal Pietro Parolin

Gibraltar, 9 de noviembre de 2023

El Gobernador de Gibraltar, Vicealmirante Sir David Steel, y el Ministro Principal de Gibraltar,
Fabian Picardo, fueron recibidos hoy en audiencia privada por Su Santidad el Papa Francisco en
el Vaticano.

El Gobernador y el Ministro Principal estaban encantados de haber recibido una invitacidn
conjunta el lunes para la visita de hoy.

Durante la conversacién con Su Santidad, el Gobernador explicé lo honrado que se habia
sentido durante su mandato como Gobernador por el respeto y la armonia en la que viven las
diferentes comunidades religiosas en Gibraltar. Destacé que esto personificaba la reciente
declaracion del Rey y su deseo de que los pueblos vivan dentro de una comunidad de
comunidades como reflejo de un multiculturalismo exitoso.

El Ministro Principal hizo hincapié en lo orgullosos que estan todos los gibraltarefios de las
relaciones interreligiosas de las que Gibraltar puede presumir.

El Papa dijo que la armonia y el respeto de los que gozaba Gibraltar debian conservarse y
preservarse. Hizo hincapié en que esto debia atesorarse. Aceptd que se citaran sus palabras a
este respecto.

El Papa, el Gobernador y el Ministro Principal conversaron durante media hora sobre temas
internacionales y asuntos relacionados con Gibraltar.

El Gobernador obsequié al Papa con un facsimil de un documento de la Biblioteca Garrison y la
biografia del Obispo Rapallo, “The First and the Last” [The First and the Last: The Life and
Times of Bishop Edward Rapallo de Richard Garcia (El primero y el Gltimo: La vida del obispo
Edward Rapallo)].

El Papa regal6 al Gobernador una rama de olivo, un ejemplar de sus enciclicas y un ejemplar
firmado personalmente de su Mensaje para la Paz.

El Papa, ademads, obsequid a todos los miembros de la delegacién con su medalla personal.
Tras el encuentro con el Papa, el Gobernador y el Ministro Principal fueron recibidos por el
Secretario de Estado Vaticano, el Cardenal Pietro Parolin. A continuacién tuvo lugar un amplio

debate sobre asuntos internacionales.

El Gobernador estuvo acompafado por su edecan, el Comandante Dominic Collado.
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El Ministro Principal estuvo acompafiado por su secretario personal, Peter Canessa.
El Gobernador y el Ministro Principal regresan a Gibraltar esta tarde.

Nota a redactores:

Esta es una traduccidn realizada por el Servicio de Informacidn de Gibraltar. Algunas
palabras no se encuentran en el documento original y se han afiadido para mejorar el
sentido de la traduccion. El texto valido es el original en inglés.

Para cualquier ampliacién de esta informacion, rogamos contacte con
Servicio de Informacidn de Gibraltar

Miguel Vermehren, Madrid, miguel@infogibraltar.com, Tel 609 004 166
Sandra Balvin, Campo de Gibraltar, sandra@infogibraltar.com, Tel 637 617 757
Eva Reyes Borrego, Campo de Gibraltar, eva@infogibraltar.com, Tel 619 778 498

Web: www.infogibraltar.com, web en inglés: www.gibraltar.gov.gi/press

Twitter: @InfoGibraltar
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PRESS RELEASE

No: 766/2023

Date: 9th November 2023

HE the Governor and Chief Minister meet His Holiness Pope Francis and Vatican
Secretary of State, Cardinal Pietro Parolin

His Excellency the Governor, Vice Admiral Sir David Steel KBE KSTJ DL, and the Chief Minister, the
Hon Fabian Picardo KC, were received in a Private Audience by His Holiness Pope Francis today at
the Vatican in Rome.

The Govenor and the Chief Minister were delighted to have received a joint invitation on Monday
for the visit today.

During the discussion with His Holiness, His Excellency explained how humbled he had been in his
time as Governor, by the respect and harmony in which different religious communities live in
Gibraltar. His Excellency highlighted that this epitomised His Majesty The King's recent statement
and wish for peoples to live within a community of communities as a reflection of successsful
multiculturalism.

The Chief Minister emphasised how proud all Gibraltarians are of the interfaith relationships
Gibraltar can boast of.

His Holiness said that the harmony and respect enjoyed in Gibraltar must be conserved and
preserved. His Holiness emphasised that this was to be treasured. He agreed that his words in this
respect could be quoted

His Holiness, His Excellency and the Chief Minister enjoyed a half hour discussion on World affairs
and matters related to Gibraltar.

His Excellency presented His Holiness with a gift of a facsimile of a document from the Garrison
Library and the biography of Bishop Rapallo, "First and Last".

His Holiness gave His Excellency a model of an olive branch, a copy of his encyclicals and a
personally signed copy of his Message for Peace.

His Holiness, additionally, presented all those in the delegation with his personal medal.

After the meeting with His Holiness, the Governor and the Chief Minister were received by the
Vatican Secretary of State, Cardinal Pietro Parolin. A further, wide ranging, discussion ensued on
World affairs.
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The Governor was accompanied by his ADC, Major Dominic Collado, ED RG.
The Chief Minister was accompanied by Principal Private Secretary, Peter Canessa.

His Excellency and the Chief Minister return to Gibraltar this afternoon.

ENDS
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