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Ministerio de Defensa

El HMS Ocean vuelve a Gibraltar

Gibraltar, 20 de octubre de 2017

El [buque de la Royal Navy] HMS Ocean llegara a la Base Naval de Su Majestad en Gibraltar
(HMNB Gibraltar) el sdbado 21 de octubre para realizar una breve visita antes de partir hacia
una mision de la OTAN en el Mediterraneo.

Esta visita dara al HMS Ocean la oportunidad de aprovisionarse al mismo tiempo que
proporcionara a la tripulacion la ocasién de disfrutar de Gibraltar. Durante la visita, 20
miembros de la tripulacién participaran en un Acto de Conmemoracién y una Recepcidon con
motivo del 2122 aniversario de la Batalla de Trafalgar y para honrar la memoria de los que
cayeron durante aquel conflicto. Como ya es tradicidn durante las visitas de unidades de la
Royal Navy, varios miembros de la tripulacion participaran en la “Carrera del Pefion” (Rock
Run), de modo que se podra ver a cientos de marineros e infantes de marina ascendiendo por
esta icdnica ubicacién en una competicién que siempre resulta muy disputada.

HMS Ocean llegara a Gibraltar directamente desde el Caribe, donde ha participado en
operaciones de Socorro y Asistencia Humanitaria. Durante su estancia, HMS Ocean
aprovechara para reembarcar vehiculos y otras provisiones que fueron desembarcadas el mes
pasado, durante su escala en ruta al Caribe, para crear el espacio necesario para transportar
suministros adicionales destinados a la misidn de socorro. Entre los suministros embarcados
en septiembre se incluyeron 10 vehiculos y una importante cantidad de material de
construccién donados por el Gobierno de Gibraltar a los Territorios Britanicos de Ultramary
otras islas afectadas por los huracanes Irma y Maria.

Tras partir de Gibraltar, el HMS Ocean se dirigira hacia el Mediterraneo para asumir el papel de
buque insignia de la Agrupacion Naval Permanente nimero 2 de la OTAN (Standing NATO
Maritime Group 2, SNMG2)?. El despliegue del HMS Ocean en el SNMG2 representa la mas
reciente de las numerosas misiones de la Royal Navy en esta importante unidad de la OTAN. El
HMS Ocean no solamente tomara el relevo como Buque Insignia de otro buque de la Royal
Navy (el HMS Diamond, un Destructor del Tipo 45 ), sino que ademas el Comandante del
SNMG2 también es miembro de la Royal Navy (el Comodoro James Morley de la Royal Navy).

El SNMG2 realizara diversos ejercicios multinacionales destinados a mejorar la
interoperabilidad entre las fuerzas navales y anfibias de varias naciones de la OTAN. El hecho
de que el propio HMS Ocean sea un buque de gran tamafo con una elevada capacidad anfibia
le permitira realizar una importante contribucidn a esta importante misién de la OTAN;
acogera a Infantes Reales de Marina (Royal Marines) procedentes del 402 Comando, asi como
Infantes de la Marina norteamericana (US Marines) y unidades de aviacién naval de los

! Compuesto a 13 de octubre por los buques Alvaro de Bazén-y Blas de Lezo (Espafia); Liibeck
(Alemania); Barbaros y Kumkale (Turquia); Limnos, Navmachos, Aittitos y Grigoropoulos (Grecia); Oriku
(Albania).
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Escuadrones Aéreos Navales (Naval Air Squadrons) 820, 845 y 847 con base en Culdrose y
Yeovilton, Reino Unido. El SNMG2 también cumple un papel clave ante contingencias en la
region del Mediterraneo; mediante el destacamento de fuerzas maritimas, el Grupo protege
los intereses colectivos del Reino Unido y la OTAN, promueve la seguridad y proyecta
capacidad militar en caso de necesidad. En uUltima instancia, el SNMG2 ofrece diversas
opciones militares a la OTAN y el Reino Unido para responder ante cualquier emergencia de
seguridad que pudiese producirse.

El Oficial al Mando del HMS Ocean, el Capitan Robert Pedre, declard: “Mi tripulacién y yo
estamos impacientes por visitar Gibraltar, un territorio que ha estado emparejado con la Royal
Navy y sus operaciones en el Mediterrdaneo durante cientos de afios. De cara a nuestra futura
mision con la OTAN, estoy seguro de que el HMS Ocean realizard una contribucién importante
a los esfuerzos de la OTAN destinados a mantener la seguridad en la regién del Mediterraneo”.

La eleccion del HMS Ocean como Buque Insignia del SNMG2 de la OTAN ilustra el firme
compromiso continuo del Reino Unido hacia la OTAN como un pilar esencial de la Defensa del
Reino Unido y la defensa colectiva de nuestros aliados.

Nota a redactores:

En septiembre, el HMS Ocean se dirigié al Mediterraneo para embarcar al Comandante
(Commander) del Grupo Maritimo Permanente nimero 2 de la OTAN, donde estaba previsto
gue ocupase el papel de Buque Insignia de la OTAN; en lugar de ello, durante su travesia, el
HMS Ocean recibié la orden de transportar suministros de socorro al Caribe, tras el paso del
huracan Irma. La contribucion del HMS Ocean a los trabajos humanitarios llevados a cabo por
el Reino Unido en la operacidn liderada por el Departamento para el Desarrollo Internacional
(Department for International Development, DfID) ha sido muy importante. Durante su
periodo en la operacién RUMAN, el HMS Ocean se desplazé mas de 11.000 millas, realizé 253
horas de vuelo, incluyendo 81 operaciones de abastecimiento mediante helicépteros
(VERTREP) y transporté por aire a 1.081 personas. Ademas, el Escuadrén de Asalto nimero 9
de los Infantes Reales de Marina (9 Assault Squadron Royal Marines, 9ASRM) llevd a cabo casi
200 despliegues y recuperaciones de naves, transportando a 600 individuos y numerosos
suministros a 17 ubicaciones aisladas. En total, el HMS Ocean registré 8.300 horas-hombre de
apoyo logistico y de ingenieria, que permitieron la recuperacion de infraestructuras nacionales
esenciales, junto con operaciones de desescombro a gran escala en 4 grupos de islas
diferentes. El HMS Ocean también evacud a 39 ciudadanos britanicos de Dominica, uno de los
cuales se encontraba en estado grave y recibio tratamiento médico vital a bordo.

Nota de prensa original en inglés en pdf adjunto.
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Nota a redactores:

Esta es una traduccidn realizada por la Oficina de Informacién de Gibraltar. Algunas palabras
no se encuentran en el documento original y se han anadido para mejorar el sentido de la
traduccion. El texto valido es el original en inglés.

Para cualquier ampliacion de esta informacidn, rogamos contacte con
Oficina de Informacion de Gibraltar

Miguel Vermehren, Madrid, miguel@infogibraltar.com, Tel 609 004 166
Sandra Balvin, Campo de Gibraltar, sandra@infogibraltar.com, Tel 637 617 757
Eva Reyes Borrego, Campo de Gibraltar, eva@infogibraltar.com, Tel 619 778 498

Web: www.infogibraltar.com, web en inglés: www.gibraltar.gov.gi/press-office

Twitter: @InfoGibraltar
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MEDIA RELEASE

Reference: CP/07/10 20 October 2017

HMS OCEAN ARRIVES GIBRALTAR

HMS OCEAN will arrive in HMNB Gibraltar on Saturday 21 October for a short visit ahead of
assuming NATO tasking in the Mediterranean.

This brief visit will afford OCEAN the opportunity to embark stores whilst giving the Ship’s
Company a chance to enjoy all that Gibraltar has to offer. During the visit 20 members of
the Ship’s Company will participate in an Act of Remembrance and a Reception to mark the
212" anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar and to honour the memory of those who fell in the
engagement. As is traditional for visiting Royal Navy units, a number of the Ship’s Company
will participate in the ‘Rock Run’, which will see hundreds of Sailors and Marines racing up
the iconic landmark in what is always a hotly contested event.

HMS OCEAN will arrive in Gibraltar directly from the Caribbean where she has been
engaged in Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) operations. Whilst
alongside OCEAN will take the opportunity to re-embark vehicles and other stores that were
disembarked last month en route to the Caribbean in order to make room for additional
HADR supplies. Among the supplies embarked in September were 10 vehicles and a
significant amount of building materials generously gifted by the Government of Gibraltar to
those British Overseas Territories and other Islands affected by Hurricanes Irma and Maria.

Upon leaving Gibraltar, OCEAN sails into the Mediterranean to assume the role of Flagship
for Standing NATO Maritime Group 2 (SNMG2). HMS OCEAN'’s deployment to SNMG2
represents the most recent in a string of Royal Navy commitments to this significant NATO
task; not only will HMS OCEAN take over the Flagship role from another Royal Navy ship
(the Type 45 Destroyer HMS DIAMOND), the Commander of SNMG2 is himself a Royal
Navy officer (Commodore James Morley Royal Navy).

SNMG2 will command a number of multi-national exercises aimed at fostering better
interoperability between the naval and amphibious forces of numerous NATO nations. The
fact that HMS OCEAN is herself a large and highly capable amphibious ship will allow her to
make a significant contribution to this important NATO mission; she will host Royal Marines
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from 40 Commando and US Marines and naval aviation from 820, 845 and 847 Naval Air
Squadrons based in Culdrose and Yeovilton. SNMG2 also fulfils a vital contingency role in
the Mediterranean region; through the maintenance of postured maritime forces the Group is
able to protect UK and NATO collective interests, promote security and project military
power if necessary. Ultimately, SNMG2 offers up potential military options for NATO and the
UK to deal with a security emergency should one occur.

The Commanding Officer of HMS OCEAN, Captain Robert Pedre, said: “‘My Ship’s Company
and | are very much looking forward to our visit to Gibraltar, a territory that has been
synonymous with the Royal Navy and its operations in the Mediterranean for hundreds of
years. Looking ahead to our NATO tasking, | am sure that HMS OCEAN will make a
significant contribution to NATO’s efforts to maintain security in the Mediterranean region.”

HMS OCEAN'’s appointment as the Flagship for NATO’s SNMG2 Task Group is indicative of
the UK’s strong and ongoing commitment to NATO as a key pillar of UK Defence and the
collective defence of our allies.

ENDS

For further information please contact Command Media Officer Caroline Parkes on 5461
8000.

Editor's Notes:

Background

HMS OCEAN is the Royal Navy’s Landing Platform Helicopter (LPH) and Fleet Flagship. A
helicopter carrier and amphibious assault ship, OCEAN is designed to deliver troops to the
centre of the action by helicopter or by landing craft. Aviation capabilities include six
helicopter operating spots on her flight deck with space in the hangar to hold, transport and
maintain many more aircraft. OCEAN’s complement Ship’s Company of 400 personnel
includes 9 Assault Squadron Royal Marines (9 ASRM), who operate the four Mk5 Landing
Craft Vehicle and Personnel (LCVP), providing the projection of fighting capability ashore for
HMS OCEAN. The 21,500 tonne amphibious assault ship was launched in 1995, has a top
speed of 16 knots and a range in excess 8,000 miles on a single tank of fuel.

HMS OCEAN is the Royal Navy’s largest operational ship, is currently the Fleet Flagship and
the R2 Landing Platform Helicopter (LPH) for the UK and NATO. She is trained and
prepared to take on any tasking required of her and is at 5 days’ notice to sail to anywhere in
the world that she may be needed. HMS OCEAN provides the UK Government’s most
flexible and agile platform and is able to embark up to 1100 personnel and act as a
Command platform. Prior to Christmas she was part of the Joint Expeditionary Force
(Maritime) 16 deployment which included amphibious exercises such as ALBANIAN LION
and OMANI COUGAR. HMS OCEAN then provided the Command platform for the principal
maritime warfighting command in the Gulf, Commander Task Force 50. Commodore
Andrew Burns OBE Royal Navy (Commander Amphibious Task Group) was the first UK
commander to assume the role. During this historic deployment, HMS OCEAN steamed
23,000 miles and visited 11 countries including high profile port calls to Egypt and Lebanon.

Since returning to the UK following JEF(M)16 and CTF50, HMS OCEAN has undergone a
significant maintenance period to prepare her for an SNMG2 NATO deployment to the
Mediterranean Sea. In July she sailed to her affiliated city of Sunderland whilst conducting a
large scale command and control exercise with the Commander Maritime Battle Staff (Rear
Admiral Alex Burton) embarked with almost 200 staff officers as part of Exercise Joint
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Venture 17, a joint exercise involving British Army and RAF units. In September she sailed
for the Mediterranean to embark the Commander of Standing NATO Maritime Group 2
SNMG2) where she was due to become a NATO Flagship; instead OCEAN was re-tasked
en route to deliver HADR into the Caribbean the wake of hurricane Irma. OCEAN’s
contribution to the overall Department for International Development (DfID) led UK relief
operation in the Caribbean has been significant. During her time assigned to Op RUMAN,
OCEAN steamed over 11,000 miles, conducted 253 hours of flying including 81 VERTREP
sorties and moved 1081 people by air. 9 Assault Squadron Royal Marines (9ASRM)
conducted almost 200 landing craft launches and recoveries landing 600 people and stores
across 17 isolated locations. In total, OCEAN delivered 8300 man hours of engineering and
logistical support enabling the recovery of critical national infrastructure alongside large
scale clean up operations across 4 separate island chains. OCEAN also evacuated 39
vulnerable British nationals from Dominica, one of whom was very seriously ill and received
life saving treatment onboard.
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