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Gobierno de Gibraltar: Ministerio de Salud y Medio Ambiente 
 
Devolvamos a nuestros monos a la naturaleza 

Gibraltar, 18 de febrero de 2013 
 
El Departamento de Medio Ambiente (Department of the Environment) ha puesto en marcha 
una nueva iniciativa ‘Devolvamos a nuestros monos a la naturaleza’, con el apoyo de la Policía 
Real de Gibraltar (Royal Gibraltar Police), la Clínica Veterinaria Gibraltar y la Sociedad 
Ornitológica y de Historia Natural de Gibraltar (Gibraltar Ornithological & Natural History 
Society). 
 
El objetivo de la propuesta es concienciar sobre las consecuencias de alimentar a los monos, 
también conocidos como macacos, y animar al público a colaborar en un esfuerzo conjunto 
para que nuestros monos vuelvan a vivir de la comida suministrada oficialmente y de la comida 
silvestre. Se distribuirán folletos divulgativos en todos los puntos de concentración de monos y 
se colocarán señales informativas en las zonas más problemáticas. La nueva iniciativa también 
contempla un aumento de las patrullas policiales como parte de un plan más amplio de Gestión 
de los Macacos de Berbería. El Departamento de Medio Ambiente está terminando este plan, 
elaborado a partir del asesoramiento de expertos de renombre locales e internacionales, y que 
incluye un amplio abanico de medidas que el Gobierno dará a conocer en breve. 
 
El folleto ofrece información sobre los monos e incluye una guía sobre cómo interpretar sus 
distintos comportamientos, incluidas las señales de advertencia. 
 
Ya se están llevando a cabo algunas actuaciones, como la colocación de puertas con autocierre 
en las áreas de cubos de basura de Laguna Estate y cubos a prueba de monos en la zona del 
Gibraltar College. Se pide al público que no alimenten a los monos y que tiren la basura a las 
horas establecidas en recipientes cerrados.   
 
El Gobierno está plenamente decidido a asegurar que nuestros monos no vuelvan a ocasionar 
molestias al público en general. Sin embargo, la participación de los ciudadanos es esencial y se 
recuerda que alimentar a los monos es una infracción punible con un máximo de 500 libras, ya 
que esta actividad incita a los animales a deambular fuera de la Reserva Natural. Para obtener 
más información o para informar sobre alimentación ilegal, contacten con el centro de 
participación en el número de teléfono: (00 350) 200 65964. 
 
El Ministro de Medio Ambiente, John Cortés, dijo: “Todos somos conscientes de la 
preocupación que los ciudadanos tienen con el persistente problema de los monos en zonas 
edificadas. Se están preparando muchas medidas, pero la colaboración ciudadana y el 
entendimiento de la situación son cruciales. Necesitamos que la comunidad cumpla al cien por 
cien con la ley de manera que los monos no puedan obtener comida en las zonas urbanizadas”. 
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Nota a redactores: 
Esta es una traducción realizada por la Oficina de Información de Gibraltar. Algunas palabras no se 
encuentran en el documento original y se han añadido para mejorar el sentido de la traducción. El 
texto válido es el original en inglés que sigue. 
 
Para cualquier ampliación de esta información, rogamos contacte con  
Oficina de Información de Gibraltar 
Miguel Vermehren, Madrid, miguel@infogibraltar.com, Tel 609 004 166 
Sandra Balvín, Campo de Gibraltar, sandra@infogibraltar.com, Tel 661 547 573 
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Telephone No: (350) 200 59801(Centrex 4931); Fax No: (350) 200 76223;  

Email: mhe@gibraltar.gov.gi 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 
No: 101/2013 
 
Date: 18th February 2013 
 

Get our monkeys back to nature 
 
A new initiative ‘Get our monkeys back to nature’ has been launched by the 
Department of the Environment with the support of the Royal Gibraltar Police, 
the Gibraltar Veterinary Clinic and the Gibraltar Ornithological and Natural 
History Society.  
 
The initiative aims to focus awareness on the consequences of feeding the 
monkeys, otherwise known as macaques, and encourages the public to co-
operate in a concerted drive to get our monkeys back to living on wild and 
officially provisioned food.  Awareness leaflets are being distributed in all the 
monkey hotspots and information signs are being placed in the more 
problematic areas. Increased patrolling by Police also forms part of the new 
initiative centred on the wider Barbary Macaque Management plan. The plan, 
which builds on expert advice provided by local and renowned international 
experts alike, is being finalised by the Department of the Environment and 
includes a range of measures that will shortly be announced by the 
Government.  
 
The leaflet provides facts on the monkeys as well as a guide to behaviour 
signals, aimed at helping people interpret monkey warning signals. 
 
Actions already being implemented are the placing of self-closing doors in bin 
enclosures in Laguna Estate and the monkey-proofing of bins in the area of the 
Gibraltar College. The public is asked to ensure that monkeys are not fed and 
that rubbish is put out at the correct times in closed enclosures. 
 
The Government is fully committed to ensuring that our macaques no longer 
cause any nuisance issues to the general public. Public participation is 
nevertheless essential and the public is reminded that feeding the macaques is 
a criminal offence punishable with a maximum fine of £500 since this activity 
encourages the macaques to roam outside the Nature Reserve. For further 
information or reporting of illegal feeding please contact the feedback centre on 
telephone number: (00350) 200 65964. 
 
Minister for the Environment Dr John Cortes said, “We are all aware of the 
concern that people have with the longstanding problem of monkeys in built up 
areas.   Many measures are being prepared, but public co-operation and 
understanding of the situation is crucial.  We need the community to ensure 
100% compliance with the law so that monkeys get no food in built up areas.” 

 

 

 

HM GOVERNMENT OF GIBRALTAR 
Ministry for Health & Environment 

Joshua Hassan House 

Secretary’s Lane 

Gibraltar 
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The monkeys are given food provisions of fruit,       


vegetables and seed by the Government.  They are 


not hungry but, like us, prefer sweet, unhealthy 


treats!  


The Ape Manage-


ment Team care-


fully spread the 


food into piles so 


no one monkey 


can dominate all 


the food. 


 


 


The Macaques get most of 


their food by foraging, 


pictured right is a macaque 


eating carobs. 


 


 


 


Digging up Bermuda 


Buttercup  plant  roots 


to eat. 


 


 


 


Any other feeding of the monkeys is    


illegal and carries a fine of £500. 


 


The feeding ban is in place to: 


 Prevent the macaques from associating humans 


with food. 


 Minimise any possibility of disease transmission  


between humans & macaques. 


 Promote natural, healthy behaviour.  


Feeding 


The Barbary Macaques 


of Gibraltar 


 


 
Produced by: 


 
Department of the Environment 


Gibraltar Ornithological & Natural History Society 
Ape Management Team 


Gibraltar Veterinary Clinic 
 


       Monkey Behaviour Signals 


    
Grooming: Macaques carefully 


comb through their hair,      


looking for lice.  Being 


groomed is the most relaxing 


way for them to spend the day 


and a great way to make 


friends . 


 


Teeth-Chattering and Lip-


Smacking: Macaques will open 


and close their mouths very 


quickly at each other and          


infants as a sign of friendship. 


 


 


Closed Mouth Stare: ( left )This 


monkey  is  annoyed abou t         


something. 


This is Kim (right) with an ‘O’-mouth 


threat.  This means ‘Leave me 


alone!’, ‘Go away!’ or ‘Stop that!’ 


 


Showing her teeth means 


she is telling the other     


macaque to leave her alone 


or she will bite! 
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Remember monkeys are wild animals. Although they 


are very tolerant, we recommend that you keep a   


minimum 1m / 3ft distance at all times. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Little ones may jump on you. If this does happen stay 


calm and don’t grab it as this will make it feel      


threatened.   Either wait for it to jump off or gently 


shake it off. The monkeys  may bite, especially if they 


think an infant is in danger. Do not try to touch them! 
 


About Our Monkeys 


Gibraltar’s renowned monkeys can be found in        


numerous parts of the Upper Rock Nature Reserve.  


The most notable spots to find the monkeys include 


the iconic Apes Den, St. Michael’s Cave, the Cable 


Car Station and Prince Phillip’s Arch. All of these 


locations are accessible by foot, taxi and coach.  


 


Origins 


 


The first record of monkeys in Gibraltar monkeys dates 


back to the 18th Century 


 
 


How the Macaques originally came to be in Gibraltar is 


still not known. 


 


 


Are they Apes or Monkeys???  
 


Answer below: 


      Ayala (1782) quoting Carter in 1772, says: 


“But now let us speak of other and living 


producers which in spite of the asperity of 
the rock still maintain themselves in the 
mountains.  There are Monkeys, who may be 


called the true owners, with possession from 
time immemorial, always tenacious of their 
dominion, living for the most part on the 
Eastern side in high and inaccessible 
chasms” 


The Gibraltar Macaques are tested on a regular basis 


for disease and illness by the Gibraltar Veterinary 


Clinic.  They are very clean and healthy; they have no 


rabies, tuberculosis or other infectious diseases and 


you are most unlikely to catch anything from these 


animals. In fact, the monkeys are much more likely to 


get an infection from human tourists!   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Because the monkeys are so healthy, scientists from 


around the world love to study them. Research on  


the Gibraltar monkeys continues to take place and is     


constantly providing important information.   


How to act around them 


Where to Find Them 


Monkeys. But because their tails are very small & difficult 
to see they have traditionally been called apes.  


The Healthiest Macaques 


 







